HISTORY OF ROME FROM 509 BCE - 27 BCE.                                                                       2




History of Rome from 509 BCE - 27 BCE.




Student
Course
Date







Rome was a kingdom ruled by king Lucius Tarquinius Superbus. The kingdom was overthrown in 509BC by the noblemen of Rome, and a republic was installed by replacing the King with two consuls-rulers. The rulers had many of the same powers as the King, but their positions were electable. The King was dethroned while away from Rome, and the roman republic lasted until 27BC. Some of the important figures of the roman republic were Julius Caesars. Romans were successful in their conquest of Italy since they did not try to turn everybody they ruled into a Roman. Instead, Romans conquered people’s way of life, cities, gods, and they did it only to steal spoils of war to take control and at the same time granted them certain rights under Roman law. The Romans also had an advantage of their elaborate system of governance where political institutions and offices were crafted to prevent any one man from becoming too authoritative (Will, 2014). The extension of some form of Roman nationality to many of the persons it conquered also ensured their continuity.
Romans besieged Carthage for three consecutive years until they fell. Rome won the first Punic war when Carthage settled to terms in 241 BC, in doing so, they turn into the overriding navy in the Mediterranean Sea, here, Carthage had to recompensate for war damages. Rome ended up taking control of all the Carthaginian territory on the island of Sicily. The expansion throughout the Mediterranean region led to the creation of formal provinces which required previous political officials to manage them. It was also hard to rule the empire as a republic since, given the distance between Rome and her provinces, the governors had tremendous flexibility and power in handling local issues. Rome constructed road linkages to connect its regions to Rome, which improved accessibility for, military and economic activities. The expansion, made Rome be one of the greatest cities since all the decisions were made in the Rome, economic and way of life in the city improved with the population rising to about a million people. A vacuum of leadership was created by Julius Caesar after he was assassinated, thus resulting in a civil war in Rome. The territory that Julius Caesar had realized was also big to be ruled by the old system, thus spiking uncertainties which led to the war between people who had great influence to take on leadership. The war led to the rise of Augustus, the first Roman emperor who effected and progressed the roman empire (Morley, 2010).
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